Mr. LAWN, Yes, sir, they help in taking out the mid-levels of the
trafficking organizations.

INTERNATIONAL DRUG TRAFFICKING

Mr. SMITH. Your activity there helps you to detect where the
international traffickers are coming in?

Mr, LAWN. I think Mr. Chairman, the converse is true. The ef-
forts with which we are involved in the Organized Crime Drug En-
forcement Task Forces, these are targeted against the cartels, the
international cartels. On the state and local levels, we are involved
in those mid-level traffickers who are furnishing the drugs on that
level. So when it comes to prioritization, it is more important to
take on the national level, in response to the federal strategy, to
take the international cartels out of business.

Mr. SMITH. Can you separate it that much* though? Don't you, in
those state and local task forces where you are looking for this
mid-level person, sometimes run into intelligence and information
that leads you to the others?

Mr, LAWN. Yes, sir. The intelligence, certainly. All of the intelli-
gence is filtered through the El Paso Intelligence Center.
Mr. SMITH. They got it from some place and it goes up the line?
Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir. The converse is also true. Intelligence is de-
veloped on the higher level which impacts upon the local level.

Mr. SMITH. Is there a shifting going on, of entry points and
sources?

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, there is.
Mr. SMITH. Substantial?

Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir. We see the trafficker who is well equipped,
well financed, looking at where the major enforcements efforts are,
and shifting his trafficking patterns to adjust to our enforcement
efforts.

Mr. SMITH. Is there an increase through Central America?
Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, it has increased through Central America,
Specifically, we see additional cocaine coming out of Peru, coming
out of Bolivia, but we see a substantial reduction in cocaine and
marijuana coming out of Colombia.
Mr. SMITH. Working its way up through Central America?
Mr. LAWN. Yes, sir, working its way up through Central America
through diverse trafficking routes.

Mr, SMITH. It is a huge border down there. How are we ever
going to stop it?

Mr. LAWN. Stopping it at the border probably is the least effec-
tive thing we can do. More effective is increased intelligence, in-
creased personnel overseas. That is the front-line of this defense.
Mr, SMITH. There is no way you can stop it at the border, .Since
the border is so long, there is no way to station enough people to to
stop it at the border. It is just going to come across, isn't it?

Mr. LAWN. Historically, it has been coming across, but I think
there is a dual attack. One is the international enforcement efforts,
the major domestic enforcement efforts against the major cartels.
But when all that is accomplished, we still have the use problem,
so it has to be the second prong of attack, and that is on the educa-
tion side*xpansion of Colombia's anti-narcotics program.
